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China  

 

 

1.  [Business] [Chinese Employees] [Photograph] Unidentified Group of Company Employees Posed at 

Opening.  7.75x10-inch photograph mounted to board.  The photograph shows a group of 26 employees 

in front of an ornate building, which apparently houses their business.   

The characters read from left to right:  First two are the region (one has been mostly cut away) so 

cannot be deciphered.  The next few are the name of the company and South Gate; then “company 

opening all people take picture for record, January 1, 1935.”   

The photograph is likely from the north of China, based on the way the men are dressed, especially with 

the fur caps, which wouldn’t have been worn in the southern part of the country.  

Good condition, small nicks at top, modern Cultural Revolution-type slogan pasted to back of board.  

$250.00 

 



2.  [Cultural Revolution] [Communist Party] Set of 22  Chinese Communist Party 60th Anniversary 

Posters.  Set of 22 Cultural Revolution-era posters in original envelope.  Zhanshi Chubanshe, 1981. Each 

poster 14.75x20.5 inches. The set is entitled “Sixty Years of the Great Communist Party, 1921-

1981”.  Posters are in very good condition with 

horizontal creases, in original heavy brown paper 

envelope with red bands and titles in 

Chinese.  Envelope has horizontal crease, soil and two 

holes near the edges. Missing two posters (nos. 6 and 

7), from what was a set of 24.     

A series commemorating the 60th anniversary of the 

Chinese Communist Party.  The set chronicles in 

photographic illustrations, maps, text and captions 

the rise of the Communist Party in chapters of years 

–  1919-23, 1924-27, 1927-37, 1945-49, 1949-56, 

1957-66, 1966-76, and 1976-1981 – each group of 

years illustrated by two or three pages.   Some of the 

events pictured include the start of rural 

collectivization,  the first session of the National 

People’s Congress in 1954, Mao Zedong and the other 

five main members of the Party elected by the First 

Plenary Session of the Eighth Central Committee of 

the Party, Shanghai workers demonstrating during the 

May 4th Movement in the 1920s, a young 

Zhou Enlai and others at the founding of 

the Awakening Society in Tianjin in 1920, a 

map showing the distribution of 

Communist groups before the founding of 

the Party and much more. The final poster 

is a full color image of the hammer and 

sickle flag flying with a large group of 

citizens celebrating below it.    

$125.00 

  



 

3. [Hainan] [Missionary] [Travel Permit] Hainan 

Certificate for Travel, 1925.  8x13-inch signed certificate, 

with stamps of the Kiungchow British Consulate, dated 4 

August, 1925.  Kiungchow (Qiongshan) is on Hainan 

Island.  Very good condition.  The certificate was issued 

to Rev. David S. Tappan for travel between Hoihow 

(Haikou), Hainan, China and Haiphong, Vietnam and is 

signed by the acting British counsel. 

The Reverend David Stanton Tappan II was born in 1880 

in Oxford, Ohio and attended Miami University in Ohio 

and Princeton Theological Seminary.  Between 1906 and 

1949 he was a missionary to Hainan; his wife, Luella Rice 

Tappan, accompanied him. While in Hainan, Rev. Tappan 

founded Hainan Christian Middle School.  He served as 

executive secretary to the Presbyterian mission there and 

was an advisor to the Hainan synod.  Both Rev. and Mrs. 

Tappan learned the Chinese language and culture, dealt 

with the problems of terrain and weather, government 

corruption, as well 

as pirates and 

bandits.  They also 

experienced the 

Japanese invasion of Hainan on February 10, 1939, after which 

they  immediately provided a sanctuary for Chinese refugees, 

transforming their compound into a mixture of residence, 

feeding house, church and barn. 

In September 1941 Rev. Tappan was interned by the Japanese 

and taken to Canton. Upon the bombing of Pearl Harbor in December 1941, he was placed under house 

arrest in Canton’s Hackett Medical Center.  In February 1943 he was freed from arrest, and his 

internment ended in September of that year.  He returned to the Hainan mission where he and his wife 

remained until 1949 when the island was turned over to the Chinese Communists; they then returned to 

the U.S. Rev. Tappan died in April 1968 and Mrs. Tappan in January 1980.   Source: Archives West 

(University of Oregon Collections).  

$145.00 

 



4.  [Harbin][Photographs] [Natural Disaster] [Songhua River Flood] Scarce Original Photos of 1932 

Flood in Harbin, China. Three original black and white photographs, two being 3.25x4.25 and one 3x5 

inches.  Captions in Russian on the back.  Very good plus 

condition. 

The images show the devastating flood that hit Harbin, 

Heilongjiang Province, China (then Manchuria) in August 

1932.  Twenty-one days of torrential rain caused the Songhua 

(Sungari) River basin to flood, resulting a flood that lasted 

one month.  20,000 people died, 120,000 were displaced and 

35,000 homes ruined.   

Two images show flooding in front of the National Bank of 

New York, Harbin Branch, on Kitaiskaya Street.  One shows bank employees standing in front, with 

rickshaws partly submerged in water, but waiting to take passengers away,  Another shows a street in 

Harbin, water up to the doors of businesses and 

several people passing by in boats.  Signs in Russian and Chinese adorn the shops.  Harbin was once 

nicknamed “Little Moscow” as it was home to tens of thousands of Russians who had fled during the 

Russian Civil War.  

$120.00 

 

5.  [Missionary] [Revival] [Evangelism] Small Archive of Chinese Missionary Materials, 1927.  Shanghai: 

George T.B. Davis, 1927. Very good. 

 Archive of six items relating to the "Million Testaments for China" campaign organized by the Pocket 

Testament League and coordinated in Shanghai by Reverend George T.B. Davis (b. 1873, in Illinois) from 

approximately 1925 to 1928. All very good condition.  

 The collection includes two newsletters titled "Spreading the Word and Revival in China" and 

"Persecution in China" (each a single 15 x 10.75-inch sheet printed on both sides), three circular letters 

from Davis with updates on his work (each  8.5 x 11 inches, dated August, September, and October 

1927), a prayer/pledge card, and a stamped envelope sent to a supporter in Chicago, postmarked in 

Shanghai.  



The Pocket Testament League was originally founded in 1893 by Helen Cadbury, of the U.K. Cadbury 

family.   George Davis became 

involved with the League in the 

early 1900s.  He  was born in Illinois 

in 1873, graduated from McCormick 

Theological Seminary in 1898 and 

became an evangelical preacher and 

writer.  He had previously 

conducted a similar campaign in 

Korea. 

In the material, Davis describes the 

persecution of Christians in China 

during a time of political and social 

upheaval, including specific 

challenges and successes in 

distributing thousands of pocket New Testaments in different regions.  He asserts that "the revival flame 

has been kindled in China" and "it may be true that we are now on the eve of unparalleled spiritual 

progress."  

$165.00 

 

6.  [Speed Skating] [Sports] Chinese Speed Skating Team Photographs.  Hardcover book, 6.5x8.5 inches, 

containing photographs (including one signed 

photograph), newspaper clippings and manuscript 

notations apparently kept by a Chinese men’s 

speed skating coach, c1970s.  About 40 completed 

pages.  Text entirely in Chinese.  Very good 

condition.  

The book is entitled Mu Dan Jiang Su Hua Dui, Qi Lin 

Xiang  (Mu Dan Jiang speed skating team).  Mudanjiang 

is a city in Heilangjiang Province, China which has 

produced notable skaters over the years.  The book is 

comprised of photographs of men speed skaters – 

mainly Swedish, Norwegian, Dutch and Russian skaters – likely taken at different events.  The narrative 

seems to be mainly notes and ideas about how to improve skills by paying attention to the foreign 

skaters’ positions.  Example: “The posture is very high, but he pays great attention to tuck his body, 

which was overlooked at one time but is a very important movement in short track technique.” 



Three original photographs are laid in – one shows 

the Chinese team; another is of two older Chinese 

men who may be coaches.  The third is a signed 

photograph of speed skater Olle Dahlberg at Kiruna, 

Sweden.  Sven Olof Wilhelm “Olle” “Sheriffen” 

Dahlberg (1928-1997), was a Swedish speed skater 

who competed in the 1956 and 1960 Winter 

Olympics.  Other players pictured or mentioned in the 

album include Norwegian Bjorn Tveter (b. 1944) who 

competed in international championships and the 

Olympics; Dutch skater Ard Shenk (b.1944) winner of 

numerous Olympic gold medals and a world 

championship; Swedish skater Ove Konig (1950-2020) and Goran Glaeson – as well as unidentified 

Chinese skaters.   

At the back is a brochure for Norwegian company Wilhelm Rosenvinge, which manufactured skates.  

$175.00 

 

7. {Soong Family] [Dictionary] Commercial Press English and 

Chinese Pronouncing Pocket Dictionary.  Woo, Z. T. K. and 

Hu, W. Y.  Shanghai: Commercial Press Ltd., 1915.  Revised 

edition.  3.25 x 6.25 inches, 1095 pages.  Illustrated, with 

appendix.  Gilt titles on spine.  Good condition, light wear to 

cover, corners bumped.  

The Commercial Press was China’s first modern publishing 

company, founded in 1897 by Charlie Soong (the father of the 

Soong sisters) and colleagues.    

$125.00 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

  

8 [Sampans] [River Life] Two Photographs Showing A Vanished Way of Life in China, c1870. Two 

albumen photographs, both affixed to lightweight boards. 9.75x12 inches finish size, 8x11 photograph 

size.  Both very good condition, crisp and clear, boards are gently curled. No photographer credit; 

numbered 152 and 153 in top right corner. Each shows a different view of a rural village, creek, tented 

and thatched-roof dwellings, and primitive-looking sampans, with people on board. Each photograph 

has a fascinating caption on the back, written in old-fashioned German script that describes the original 

traveler/photographer’s impressions of the scenes.  Translations of the German: 

Picture #1: A view of a Chinese village through which a so-called creek (pronounced Krick) flows.  These 

vessels form the living quarters of thousands of Chinese families.  They (the Chinese) are born on these 

boats, they live and die on them as well.  The boat is their entire estate and houses humans, ducks, 

chickens, pigs etc. on the vessels.  Outside of Shanghai thousands of these boats are to be found and one 

could almost suffocate in their bad atmosphere while travelling through.  Miserable creatures they are, 

the men and women who raise their naked children on these vessels.  The children must take caution not 

to drown and most are carried on an air-filled pumpkin on their backs. 



 

Picture #2: A Chinese village in the high north.  This can readily be seen from the straw huts and the 

dense warm clothing that the group of people is wearing.  Traditionally in Chinese villages, houses are of 

a very light construction consisting of tree bark and matting. 

$600.00  



 

 

9.  [Travel] [[Shanghai] [Siberia] [Trans-Siberian Railway] Intriguing Collection of Photographs of 

Travel in China and Siberia, c. 1920. Archive of 120 photographs, c1915-1921.  Most 3x5.5 or 4x5.5 

inches.  All were previously in an album, so they have bits of black paper on the back.  Very few captions 

and no owner identification.  Two of the 

photos have a photographer’s credit, one to 

Young on Nanking Road in Shanghai and one 

to Chang, Shanghai.  **For more photos:   

https://susaneggleton.smugmug.com/China-

photos/n-dg9bjf 

The images appear to have been taken during 

a business trip to China and Siberia around 

1920 or earlier. Many images show two 

unidentified Western men in suits, whose 

extensive travels took them well beyond the 

range of typical tourists. There are scenes of Vladivostok, Russia; Harbin, China; Tsangchow (Cangzhou) 

in Hebei, China; a railroad station along the Peking-Changchun Railway Line (Changchun is a railway 

station on the Beijing-Harbin-Dalian line); and Peng Pu (Bengbu) railway station, Anhui Province. Other 

locations include Peking, Shanghai, Hangchow (Hangzhou) and Hong Kong. Many images show railway 

stations, soldiers along the railroads, and our travelers with men in different military uniforms, including 

those of the French military and the Czech Legion. A particularly interesting image shows tents atop a 



stationary railroad car with Chinese men in the foreground; the tents were apparently the quarters of 

the Chinese military stationed at the railway.  

Our travelers may have been on the Trans-Siberian Railway.  After the Russian Revolution of 1917 the 

Trans-Siberian was an important line of communication for the Czechoslovak Legion and allied armies 

that had troops at Vladivostok during the Siberian intervention of the Russian Civil War.  The Czech 

Legion used heavily-armed and armored trains to control large amounts of the railway at this time and 

also at the end of World War 1.   

Specific images include Vladivostok Railway Station c1919; the two men, two women and a (French?) 

man in uniform outside an office of the Japanese Advertiser (sign on the wall in Russian and Chinese, 

likely in Harbin; the Japanese Advertiser was an English language newspaper); stores in Harbin with signs 

in Russian; Shanghai’s Bund and the Russian Embassy; Shanghai’s Suzhou Creek area; The Ming Tombs; 

Pei Tai Ho;  Peking’s Temple of Heaven; The Great Wall; a Westerner in a sedan chair; a race track; 

Shanghai’s Cheking Road Bridge; a Shanghai street with trolley car; a military procession; and the 

Concordia Club on Shanghai’s Bund (German club, built in 1904).   

An unusual set of three images – one captioned 

“Hangchow 1921 incoming tide sometimes 15 

ft high …” – shows a boat on the water and the 

same boat marooned on land at lower tide.  A 

tall marker shows the water’s depth.  

Apparently, the tide was used to moor and 

launch the boat.   

Finally, there are many  compelling street 

scenes and images of ordinary life - Chinese 

street vendors; a Chinese street barber; 

rickshaw drivers and passengers; individual Chinese people, young and old. 

$2650.00 

 

 

 

 



 

 

10.  [Travel] [Peking] Uncommon Guide to Peking, Published by “The Leader”. Peking, 1931.  The guide 

was given out by Hotel du Nord, which was a very intriguing-looking guest house, located in the Tartar 

City.  It wasn’t the fanciest, but the hotel is said to have been a gathering place for explorers Sven Hedin, 

Roy Chapman Andrews and others back in the day. A very 

thorough guide, with large illustrated folding map of the 

city, showing the Tartar City and the Chinese City, as well as 

Forbidden City, Temple of Heaven, and city gates. Many 

photographic illustrations and several old illustrated 

advertisements.  Includes an historical introduction by Dr. 

Y. C. Chang, points of interest, arts, theatre, shops, food, 

churches and schools, clubs, festivals and more, plus an 

interesting detailed guide to some of Beijing’s hutongs. 

Pictorial paper wraps, 5x7.5 inches.  Very good condition, 

portion of the paper at the top and bottom of spine is 

missing; firmly bound.    $445.00   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



And Beyond…India, Nepal, Sumatra  

 

 

 

 

11.  [Darjeeling] [Missionary] A Christmas Darjeeling House Party in 1928.  Charming handmade 

softcover “album” of photographs taken in Darjeeling India in 1928.  The album contains 20 photographs 

– two are 5x8 inches, the others 3x4 inches – affixed to both sides of paper leaves, plus two postcards of 

the Himalayas and an original typewritten poem that commemorates the  gathering.  Ribbon ties. 

Handwritten captions on the paper leaves.  Photos and captions in very good condition, front and back 

covers detached, paper chipped around edges.   

The album is entitled Christmas 1928 Darjeeling House Party and commemorates a gathering of 

American Presbyterians – likely all missionaries and their children who traveled there to celebrate the 



holidays. Several photographs show the members of the party, which includes Rev. Henri Rabb Ferger, a 

missionary and educator with the Presbyterian Board of Foreign Missions.   

Ferger (1889 Tennessee – 1987 New York) attended Princeton, 

graduating in 1910.  He then taught for three years at Gordon 

Missionary College in Rawalpindi.  He also taught at the 

Christian College at Lahore and served in Ludhiana in the 

Punjab Mission.  For 30 years he was principal of Presbyterian 

boys’ high schools in northern India.  He began the Christian 

Radio and Audio-Visual Service in Allahabad and started the 

first Boy Scout troop in northern India at Dehradun in 1917. In 

1942 Britain awarded Ferger the Kaisar-i-Hind medal for 

philanthropic services.  

Ferger is the first male in the top row left of the large 

group photograph.  He and his wife Kathryn Matilda 

Reinbold Ferger (d. 1982) had one son John Henry, born 

1924.  He is likely the young boy on the left-hand side.   

Henri Ferger was also an avid photographer, whose 

photographs of India come up for sale regularly at 

auction, but we do not know whether any of these 

photographs are his.  The images show the party’s 

Himalayan cottages; Indian workers including kitchen 

staff and carriers; Darjeeling men, women and children; 

a man with prayer wheel; Darjeeling’s famous Observatory Hill; Darjeeling’s bazaar; and the Himalayas.  

One image shows Ferger in topee with the caption “He’ll deny it if he 

can!” which corresponds to a portion of the poem.  

“It’s a great place this Darjeeling 

Where the women are free  

Tho’ they’ll carry tons of luggage 

Take their picture and you’ll see 

They’ll grab you at your waistcoat  

Specially if you be a man  

If you don’t believe, ask Henri Ferger  

     He’ll deny it if he can.” 

 

$265.00 

 

 

 

 

 

 



12.  [Nepalese] [Photographs] Albumen Photograph of Three Well-Dressed Nepalese.  Stunning 

photograph of two women and a young man in traditional dress, late 1800s.  A small handwritten card is 

affixed to the to the top back of the photograph, captioning the people as “Nepaulese”. Clearly a 

professional photograph.  No photographer credit is present, but research indicates it may have been  

by Johnston & Hoffman of Kolkata, who also had a studio in Darjeeling, where this likely was taken.  

Johnston & Hoffman was the second largest studio in India, after Bourne and Shepherd.  Sepia finish, 

6x8.25 inches.  Excellent condition, not affixed to board.   $225.00 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

13. [Sumatra] [Batak Tribe]  [Rubber Merchants] 

Photographs of Batak Ethnic People, Native Villages, and 

Rubber Plantations, Sumatra, 1916. Collection of 63 

photographs and one manuscript letter.  Most photographs are 

3x5 inches; many have captions describing the places and people 

pictured. The letter is written from George W[alton] H[olker] 

Allen (1889-1973) to his brother Whitelaw Reid Allen (1891 St. 

Louis MO -1972 Pasadena CA), four pages. All very good 

condition.  

The photographs document travel and/or time spent in Sumatra 

in 1916 by Whitelaw Reid Allen and his wife Julia.  Our research 

shows that Whitelaw lived in the Singapore Straits settlement 

(arriving April 1916) where he was a rubber merchant, working 

for Geneva Rubber of New York, NY.   One of the photographs 

(uncaptioned) is a portrait of Whitelaw in white South Asian style 

suit with a topee in his lap.  The photograph, the letter, his time 

as a rubber merchant there, and the other people pictured, 

make it clear that the photographs belonged to him and his wife Julia.   

Many of the images show Batak native people, their handsome 

traditional dwellings, and activities. Batak is a collective term used to 

identify ethnic groups found in North Sumatra and Indonesia who speak 

Batak languages and have their own traditional customs.  The Batak 

people of Sumatra lived remotely near Lake Toba until around 1825, 

once practiced cannibalism, and believed in communicating with the 

dead.  Images show them posed separately, in their native campongs 

(villages), operating long boats, at markets and more.   

A particularly arresting photograph shows two men and two women in 

native dress, captioned “heads of campong near Toba Meer, Sumatra, 

Campong Kaban Djake.”  Another shows a young Batak woman in native 

dress, wearing a very 

large earring of solid silver that “weighs about two to 

three pounds.” 

Additionally, there are images of Toba Meer (lake); an 

elaborate-looking grain house at Kaban Djake 

(Kabanjahe?); a Batak camp at Kaban Djake near Lake 

Toba; and rice fields.  Others show the docks at Belawan; 

the European courthouse in Medan;  Mt. Sebayak;  

bungalows at Berastagi, (a hill station used by the 

European population); guest houses on Lake Toba; Javanese boats at Belawan;  a large  group of Dutch 

natives awaiting a ship at Belawan; a rubber tree being tapped; and an evocative image of the boat quay 

and nearby buildings at Singapore.  



The photographs capture images of the people the 

Allens socialized with while in Sumatra, including J. 

Ruelle, estate manager of the Batang-Ara-Estate, a 

rubber plantation near Kuala-Simpang, N. 

Sumatra; U.S. Singapore Consul Harry Campbell; 

and another man named van Engel.  Harry 

Campbell (1885 Kansas-1935 Los Angeles) was a 

career foreign service officer who also served in 

England.  The three are shown at  Ruelle’s 

bungalow in Sumatra, Dec. 1916.  Other 

photographs show J. W. Bicknell, an executive with 

U. S. Rubber Plantations, Inc. and a man named J. R. McIntosh, including one with the men standing next 

to their Mercedes and a servant or driver.  Another shows the exterior of Mr. Ruelle’s home on the 

rubber estate. 

$350.00 

 

 

 

 

 

 


